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“We’re already treated like a

thorn in the side” 

(the offal of England) 

I heard mama say as she doubled

in pain coughing as though alone

as though there was nobody

home as I looked on in dread

through the gap in the door. 

  

In the dust which never quite

settles, 

the aroma of resistance burns

acrid in my throat, my stomach

turns. 

  

Unfortunately, in this town you

now see, poverty rains more than

the clouds. It’s a vicious cycle, you

can’t escape. With help, never

mind without. 

We’re the offal of England. 

Libretto

The sun is hiding, but I know it’s there.

The rays peek through warming my

skin in small patches of light. 

Mama will smile it’s been a cold

autumn. 

She’ll smile through her pain, pain to

be broken with a little more money 

for something more hopeful like meds. 

  

My parents dreamed of greener grass. 

Welcome diversity, open arms. 

What they got was stuck. 

No means to reach out to those who

believe in the same old lies they’ve tried

to cry out without luck. 

  

Our towns fill and fill like fat little pigs.

One day fit to burst the offal of

England. 
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